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To meet the raw material demand of European 

industry, to take advantage of the potential for 

increased processing rates in the industry and 

to cater to the growing demand for tourism, 

it is necessary that the transport system’s effi-

ciency is assured. 

The following measures are needed both in the 

transport system of the Barents region and in 

the major transport corridors to the major mar-

kets, see figure 6:1: 

The Bothnian Corridor needs extensive new 

routes, restoration, capacity enhancement 

and an effective gauge changeover system to 

meet the demands of European industry.

The capacity of the Malmbanan line is cur-

rently upgraded, and further upgrading is 

planned in order to cope with both increas-

ing freight and passenger traffic. In Kiruna 

the railway will be moved to ensure contin-

ued mining.

The planned new mines in Sweden and 

Finland require development of both the 

railway and the road system.

Capacity needs to be ensured between 

Kajaani and Varitus (at the Russian border).

Ports and land-based connections for im-

proved intermodality need to be developed.

The signal system on the Ledmozero-

Kotskoma line within Russia needs to be 

developed.

Bottlenecks need to be dealt with on the 

Belomorsk-Archangelsk line.

Besides the demands of freight transport, 

sustainable industrial, tourism and regional 

development requires a well-functioning pas-

senger transport system. However, this can be 
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Figure 6:1 The railway system in the Barents region needs extensive measures to manage the existing capacity problems and bottlenecks. 

achieved by making use of the same railway system as for freight 

transports if capacity is increased accordingly.

In order to make use of the Barents region’s raw material re-

serves and to increase value added, improvements in both trans-

port infrastructure and transport systems are called for.72 As to 

freight transport, primarily transport capacity and delivery ac-

curacy need to be improved. Furthermore, transport times have 

to be shortened in order to reduce lead times for the industry. 

Development of the railway system is justified, not only because 

of the increasing flows of goods, but also because of the need 

for passenger transports for business, working, commuting and 

tourism travels. 

72 Barents Railway Network needs tudy, STBR Publication 5/2005, Norrbotniabanan Godstrafikstudie, 
2005,  Länsstyrelsen i Norrbotten, Järnvägstrafik på Nordkalotten, 2009.

Because of the large volume and heavy weight of the type of 

goods transported, an effective rail solution is of particular im-

portance73.

Moreover, an improved road system is crucial to the handling of 

the feeding flows to the railway and commuter travel, and the 

sea transports must be improved, in particular concerning effi-

cient intermodal terminals in the ports

73 The Bothnian Corridor - breif, preliminary study of conditions and economics, 2008 
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Opportunities for the European Union

The development of a well-functioning transport system in 

northern Europe would be of EU-wide benefits leading to:

Improved access for European industry to key ore and ore-

related products.

Securing the supply of forest-based products.

Enhanced opportunities for production of renewable energy.

Enhanced skills supply, research and development in the 

strategically important commodity-based Barents region.

Improved conditions for sustainable development of the 

tourism industry, which can lead to a broad and attractive 

labour market even for young people and women, thus im-

proving the demographic balance in the Barents region.
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Opportunities for the industry in northern Europe

Improved transport systems and in particular further improve-

ment of the railway system are very important measures to 

achieve sustainable development in the Barents region as well as 

in EU as a whole:

Improved line capacity, load-bearing capacity and allow-

able axle loads are important, in particular for the heavy 

and frequent ore and slab shipments. This creates more cost 

efficient transport solutions and improved competitiveness to 

the industries in northern Europe.

Improved transportation makes it easier for existing and new  

companies to develop and for new companies to establish 

themselves in order to facilitate sustainable exploitation of 

the natural resources in northern Europe. Their corporate 

markets will hereby be expanding geographically to include 

Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia.

Efficient passenger transport and freight on rail enhances the 

interaction within/between business clusters.

Production and export values are maintained/developed 

through improved transport systems, thereby allowing high-

er processing rates.
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•
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•

Figure 6:2 The Bothnian Corridor, existing main transport corri-
dors and potential new and connecting corridors.
Source: ÅF Infraplan/Bothnian Corridor

The labour market becomes more dynamic and the recruit-

ment of labour becomes easier. 

Enhanced and efficient passenger transport, both within 

and across borders, contributes to an improved skills supply 

within the different economic sectors and strengthens the 

region’s collective, internationally prominent mining and 

forestry skills.

Improved transports will strengthen the tourism industry.

There will be a shift in the industries in northern Europe 

towards using renewable energy

•

•

•

•
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